In 2007, we determined that the average time to first decision for papers was approximately 2 months, and the average time from submission to acceptance was about 6.5 months. Our goal is to shorten the time between submission and acceptance of manuscripts by 20%. We believe that Manuscript Central will help us achieve that goal by streamlining what is currently a labor-intensive process. It will also significantly improve our ability to track manuscripts during the review process and provide critical information to the editor-in-chief and associate editors concerning expertise and performance of potential reviewers.
Before submitting a paper for the first time using the new system, authors will need to register with Manuscript Central at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ehp, where they will be asked to provide five or more keywords concerning their research expertise and interests. Then authors will be guided through a few simple steps to submit their papers.
Once a paper is in the system, it will be tracked automatically by Manuscript Central. Because this system is web-based, all associate editors will be able to access the database to determine the status of papers assigned to them and retrieve information concerning potential reviewers. Of course, Manuscript Central is password protected, and information concerning authors and reviewers will be available only to the editor-in-chief and the relevant associate editors.
We at EHP are excited by the opportunities afforded by the implementation of Manuscript Central. We look forward to continuing to receive high-quality research papers on environmental health sciences and the satisfaction of knowing that we are publishing the best research in the most timely and efficient manner possible.
Hugh A. Tilson
Editor-in-Chief, EHP E-mail: tilsonha@niehs.nih.gov
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Effective 1 August 2008, EHP is implementing new page charges of $30.00 per accepted manuscript page. This is a change from our former policy of charging by the printed journal page, and we hope authors will enjoy the benefit of receiving their page charge information earlier in the production process. In calculating page charges, we will include only text pages of the final accepted Microsoft Word version of the manuscript (excluding the first three pages containing the title page, lists of keywords and abbreviations, and outline of section headers).
As of 1 August, we are also instituting a new policy of charging for color figures (e.g., graphs, maps, schematics, photographs). For many years we have been proud to offer our authors free color printing; however, as a government publication, we must find ways to offset our expenses to ensure responsible stewardship of our federal funding. Therefore, authors henceforth will pay $500.00 for the first color figure and $100.00 for each additional figure. (A figure includes, for example, parts A-D, and the complete figure must fit on one page or less.) Authors will still be billed for page and color charges, but bills will be sent earlier in the production process (soon after acceptance). We are pleased to offer our new Manuscript Central site at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ehp and hope you will enjoy this improved submission system.
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